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1. The Council requires that all drivers meet Group II medical standards as 
recommended by the Medical Commissioners on Accident Prevention. A 
guide for medical practitioners on the current medical standards of fitness to 
drive is issued by the DVLA and can be accessed online at Department for 
Transports. 

  
2. Applicants can either do this with their own GP or, if their GP is unable to 

undertake the assessment, with the Council’s approved medical providers for 
a medical examination.  Currently these are the medical providers approved 
by Copeland Borough Council: 

Insert details

3. The practitioner carrying out the Medical Examination is required to complete 
and sign a Medical Certificate Form to state whether they declare the 
individual fit or unfit to drive a Hackney Carriage and/ or Private Hire Vehicle. 

 
4. Once completed the original form and certificate is then submitted to the 

Licensing Office as part of the new driver or renewal driver application 
process. 

 
5. It is the applicants’ responsibility to: 

 
 Book an appointment for a Group II Medical Assessment with your GP or 

with a Doctor at the Council’s approved practice. 
 Take a blank copy of the Group II Medical Assessment Report Form to 

the GP/ Approved Practice for completion. 
 After the assessment, submit the completed original Medical Assessment 

Report Form to the Licensing Office as soon as possible. 

 
A copy of the Group II Medical Assessment Form can be downloaded from the 
councils website. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/
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5. Medicals are required for all new applicants (including holders of PSV and/ or 
HGV licences), but the certificate must not be dated more than 8 weeks prior 
to the completion of all stages of the application process. 

  
After the initial medical, medicals are then required every five years at each of 
the following birthdays: 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55 and 60. 

 
Once a driver has reached the age of 60 a medical will be required annually 

 
6. For Holders of current PSV and/or HGV licences we will however accept 

HGV/PSV entitlement in lieu of a medical at ages 45, 50, 55 and 60.  However, 
you will be required to produce medicals at 25, 30, 35 and 40. 

 
7. If, once licensed, a drivers medical circumstances change during the period 

which the licence is held, the driver must notify the Licensing Authority within 
7 days.  Each case will be assessed on its own merits and additional medicals 
may be required in some instances if required. 

 

8. It is the applicant’s responsibility to pay all of the expenses that they incur in 
satisfying the medical criteria, which may include the cost of undertaking an 
exercise or other form of test to ascertain fitness to drive.  The necessity to 
undertake any form of testing will be determined by the medical practitioner 
in line with the DVLA’s guidelines. 

9. Where a medical is due for a driver (whether 1 year or 3 year licence 
holders) they will be required to submit the medical certificate before their 
renewal licence can be granted. 

 
10. Licence holders and applicants must consider the medical conditions listed 

below as the Licensing Authority may refuse to grant an application or 
revoke an existing licence where an applicant has any of the listed 
conditions: 

 
Epilepsy or liability to epileptic attacks:  A diagnosis of epilepsy or 
spontaneous epileptic attack(s) requires 10 years free of further epileptic 
attack without taking anti-epilepsy medication during that 10-year period.  
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The DVLA must refuse or revoke the licence if these conditions cannot be 
met. 

Diabetes:  Insulin treated diabetics may be licensed subject to strict criteria 
and a medical test for C1 vehicle usage.  The following criteria must be met 
in order that a licence can be granted: 

 
a) No application for a licence or, in the case of an existing licensed 

driver, no licence vehicle may be driven until their condition has been 
stable for a period of at least one month 

b) Drivers must not have had any hypoglycaemic attacks requiring 
assistance whilst driving within the previous twelve months 

c) Drivers must regularly monitor their condition by checking their blood 
glucose levels at least twice daily and at times relevant to driving. 

d) Drivers must arrange to be examined every 12 months by a hospital 
consultant who specialised in diabetes.  At the examination the 
consultant will require sight of their blood glucose levels for the last 3 
months 

e) Drivers must have no other medical condition which would render the 
driver a danger when driving C1 vehicles or hackney carriage/ private 
hire vehicles 

f) Drivers must sign an undertaking to comply with the directions of the 
doctor(s) or specialist medical advisor visited at least every six months 
and treating the diabetes and report immediately to Copeland 
Borough Council any significant change in their condition 

g) A medical checklist should be completed by specialist medical advisor 
and submitted to the licensing team annually 

 
Eyesight:  All applicants, for any category of vehicle, must be able to read in 
good light with glasses or corrective lenses if necessary, a number plate at 
20.5 metres (67 feet) or 20 metres (65 feet) where narrower characters are 
displayed (50mm wide). 

 
Information about the standard and other requirements can be obtained from 
the DVLA.  An applicant who is in doubt about the required eyesight standard 
should check with the DVLA. 
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11. Other Medical Conditions:  (include or not?)
In addition to those medical conditions covered by law, applicants (or 
licence holders) are likely to be refused if they are unable to meet the 
recommended medical guidelines in the following situations: 

 
a) Within 6 weeks of: myocardial infarction, and episode of unstable 

angina, CABG or coronary angioplasty. 
b) Angina, heart failure or cardiac arrhythmia that remains 

uncontrolled. 
c) Implanted cardiac defibrillator. 
d) Hypertension where blood pressure is persistently 180 systolic or 

more and/or100 diastolic or more. 
e) A stoke or TIA within the last 12 months. 
f) Unexplained loss of consciousness with liability to recurrence. 
g) Meniere’s, or any other sudden and disabling vertigo within the past 

1 year, with a liability to recurrence. 
h) Insuperable difficulty in communicating by telephone in an 

emergency. 
i) Major brain surgery and/or recent severe head injury with serious 

continuing after effects. 
j) Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis or other chronic neurological 

disorders with symptoms likely to affect safe driving. 
k) Psychotic illness, within the past 3 years. 
l) Serious psychiatric illness. 
m) If major psychotropic or neuroleptic medication is being taken. 
n) Alcohol and/or drug misuse within the past 1 year or alcohol and/or 

drug dependency in the past 3 years. 
o) Dementia 
p) Any malignant condition, within the last 2 years, with a significant 

liability to metastasise (spread) to the brain. 
q) Any other serious medical condition likely to affect the safe driving of 

a passenger carrying vehicle. 
 

12 You must tell DVLA if you have a driving licence and: 

1. you develop a ‘notifiable’ medical condition or disability 
2. a condition or disability has got worse since you got your licence 
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Notifiable conditions are anything that could affect your ability to drive safely. 
They can include: 

• epilepsy 
• strokes 
• other neurological and mental health conditions 
• physical disabilities 
• visual impairments 

Please note: You could be fined up to £1,000 if you don’t tell DVLA about a 
condition that might affect your ability to drive safely. You could also be prosecuted 
if you have an accident. 

When notifying the DVLA, you are advised to make them aware that you hold a Taxi 
Driver Licence for which Group II Medical Standards must be met. 

13 Mid Year Medicals 

Not all medicals will fall in line with licence renewal dates. All drivers will be aware 
of when their next medical is due as this information is printed on their Hackney 
Carriage, Private Hire or Dual Driver licence.  (Option to not send reminders?)

 
It is the drivers’ responsibility to: 

 
 Book an appointment for a Group II Medical Assessment with their GP or 

with a Doctor at the City Council’s approved practice. 
 Take a blank copy of the Group II Medical Assessment Report Form to 

the GP/ Approved Practice for completion. 
 After the assessment, submit the completed original Medical Assessment 

Report Form to the Licensing Office as soon as possible. 

 
13 All information will be treated in the strictest confidence and in accordance 

with our registration with the Data Protection Commissioner. 

 
A copy of the Group II Medical Assessment Report Form is available of request and 
can be downloaded from our website. 
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Where a medical is due for a driver (whether 1 year or 3 year licence holders) they 
will be required to submit the medical certificate before their renewal licence can 
be granted. 

 
Please Note: Failure to provide an up to date medical assessment certificate could 
result in the suspension or revocation of your licence. 


